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Fit for Rivals Alt. rock group opens New Brookland Tavern | Page 5
The Sout h Carol ina 
b a s e b a l l  p r o g r a m 
announced Tuesday that 
sophomore pitcher Wil 
C r ow e  w i l l  m i s s  t he 
remainder of the 2015 
season due to a torn UCL 
to his right elbow, an MRI 
revealed.
A surgery date has not 
been set for Crowe.
Crowe, a Sev ierv i l le, 
Tennessee native, has been 
the Gamecocks’ Friday 
night starting pitcher for 
most of the season, and his 
three wins are tied for the 
third-most on the team.
Crowe enjoyed early 
success but had struggled 
recently, posting an 11.77 
ER A in t he last  t hree 
outings.
T he  6 - f o o t-2- i n c h , 
240-pound right-hander 
surrendered seven earned 
r u ns  over  4.1  in n ings 
Executives from the 
Coca-Cola Company 
came to USC Tuesday 
t o  ac c ep t  t he  12t h 
annual Cock y award. 
The Cocky award is given 
out ever y year by t he 
Super Bowl Commercial 
class for what they think 
is the best Super Bowl 
commercial of that year.
T h e  c l a s s  j u d g e s  t h e 
c o m m e r c i a l s  o n  t h r e e 
c a t e g o r i e s :  L i k a b i l i t y , 
per sua s ivene s s  a nd  bra nd 
identity. The commercial that 
receives the highest total score 
wins the Cocky award.
This year’s winning commercial was 
t it led “Download Happiness.” The 
commercial also included the hashtag 
#MakeItHappy.
The ceremony f i rst  star ted out w ith an 
appearance from Cocky to hand out the awards 
to the Coca-Cola executives. Coke then showed 
a PowerPoint of all of the research and planning 
that goes into making a Super Bowl commercial.
The Coke executives started out by showing 
their favorite Super Bowl commercials that they 
were a part of. These commercials included 
Grand Theft Auto, polar bears and “America the 
Beautiful.”
The presentation stated that Coke has always 
aimed to stand out in their commercials and make 
a cultural difference. This commercial had that 
same intent.
The Coke team fi rst started their research for 
this year’s Super Bowl commercial in April 2014. 
Coke said they wanted to use teens as the subject 
because they are “the life blood of Coca-Cola.”
Coke then did research about what impacted 
teens every day. They came up with the World 
Wide Web.
Bill Press visited campus 
Tuesday  a nd add re s sed 
the public and students by 
invitation of political science 
professor Don Fowler.
Press is most known for 
his radio show, the “Bil l 
Press Show.” He has won 
mult iple Emmy Awards. 
This was Press’ f irst time 
at the University of South 
Carolina.
He f i r s t  opened w it h 
w i t t y  r e m a r k s  a b o u t 
Washington and a few jokes 
about Congress and the 
president. He commended 
the president for his recent 
policy work with Cuba and 
Iran.
Pres s  t hen sh i f ted  to 
a serious note and talked 
about pol it ics and their 
policies. He talked about 
how Republicans had too 
many candidates running 
f o r  p r e s i d e n t  a n d  t h e 
Democrats d id not have 
enough people running.
T he f i r s t  Republ ic a n 
debate “would be a zoo,” 
according to Press, with 19 
candidates trying to get to 
the presidency.
He moved onto Hillary 
C l i n t o n  r u n n i n g  f o r 
president in 2016. He stated 
that Clinton was the exact 
same as she was in 2008, 
with the only difference was 
that the one person who did 
not believe in her is now 
president.
He hoped that Clinton 
would not go uncontested 
until Oct. 8 for fears that 
it will make Clinton rusty 
and unprepared for t he 
race against the Republican 
candidate.
Press said that the 2016 
race is shaping up to be 
another Bush vs. Clinton 
race.




claim award at USC
The annual Walk a Mile In Her 
Shoes will take place Wednesday on 
the Statehouse grounds. The walk 
will begin at 6:30 p.m.
For the sixth year, the event is put 
on by the Sexual Trauma Services 
o f  t he  M id l a nd s  (S T SM ),  a n 
organization that “advocates for and 
supports survivors of sexual assault 
and abuse in Richland, Lexington, 
Newberry and Sumter counties.”
T he  w a l k  w i l l  s t a r t  a t  t he 
S t a t e h o u s e ,  c o n t i n u e  d o w n 
Main Street and end back at the 
Statehouse. The walk totals to three-
fourths of a mile.
STSM encourages people to cheer 
on those who are walking the route.
The walk is not just for men but 
for women and children with no age 
limit. Heels will not be provided, so 
participants are encouraged to bring 
their own.
Walk a Mile is held annually to 
raise awareness for sexual assault and 
abuse victims.
The event a l so shows sex ua l 
assault survivors that the Columbia 
community and USC are standing 
with them to bring sexual assault to 
an end. The event is also held to help 
raise money for STSM.
An after party will be held at Tin 
Roof. All drinks and food specials 
will benefi t STSM.
The month of April is Sexual 
Assault Awareness Month. STSM 
will be holding a number of events 
during April and the beginning of 
May.
STSM wil l hold their annual 
Denim Day on Wednesday, April 
29 to help raise awareness about 
rape and sexual assault. STSM will 
also hold their 11th annual golf 
tournament on Monday, May 18 at 
the Golden Hills Golf and County 
Club in Lexington.
Bill Press visits USC 
campus for first time
Sexual Trauma Services holds walk 







Jeff rey Davis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Sophomore pitcher Wil Crowe began the season 3-1 before 
losing three straight contests in SEC conference play.
Madison MacDonald / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Bill Press of the “Bill Press Show” talks with students about 
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• Affordable tuition and fees  
• Transfer credits
• Beautiful location 
Maymester: May 4-22
Summer Full: May 26-Aug. 3
Summer I: May 26-June 24
Summer 2: July 6-Aug. 4
Georgia to offer in state tuition for 
South Carolina residence
Legendary singer Percy Sledge
dies at age 74
Former South Carolina running 
back gets engaged
CORRECTIONS
In the story “Bill Press visits campus, talks politics”, it was reported that WUSC would live 
broadcast the event on Tuesday. The event will be broadcast Friday at 2 p.m. The Daily 
Gamecock regrets the error.
Some institutions in Georgia will now be allowed to start offering in-state tuition to 
students from other states, according to the Greenville News. The University System 
of Georgia’s Board of Regents has allowed the change to help declining enrollment at 
some Georgia colleges and universities.
The temporary change in policy will allow Georgia schools with declining 
enrollment to recruit students not only from South Carolina, but Florida and Alabama 
as well. Students are eligible to receive in-state tuition until they complete their degree, 
as long as they do not transfer.
Ten institutions have been approved to start recruiting out-of-state students. Georgia 
Tech and the University of Georgia are not a part of those 10 institutions.
     -Kevin Smarr, Assistant News Editor
Former Gamecock running back Marcus Lattimore is now engaged, according to 
The State. Lattimore popped the question to Miranda Bailey Saturday morning.
The proposal took place at the First Choice Fit Football Camp at Heathwood Hall.
Lattimore retired from the NFL in November and is now enrolled at USC working 
on getting his degree in public health. He is also a “special assistant to the President,” 
helping Harris Pastides and Ray Tanner promote USC.
Lattimore is the career leader at USC with 41 touchdowns and 38 rushing 
touchdowns.
     — Kevin Smarr, Assistant News Editor
Legendary singer of “When a Man Loves a Woman,” Percy Sledge, has died at 
the age of 74, according to USA Today. Sledge died in his home in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana.
Sledge was confi rmed dead about an hour after midnight on Tuesday morning. 
He was in the care of hospice.
Sledge recorded “When a Man Loves a Woman” — his fi rst recording — in 1966. 
The song would reach No. 1 on the Billboard Hot 100 and the R&B Singles Chart.
That recording would become Atlantic Records’ fi rst gold record. The record was 
also named the 54th best song in the Rolling Stone’s 500 greatest songs of all time.
     —Kevin Smarr, Assistant News Editor
  INFORMATION















Editor’s offi  ce:
777-3914
The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper 
of the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the fall 
and spring semesters and nine times during the summer with the exception 
of university holidays and exam periods. Opinions expressed in The Daily 
Gamecock are those of editors or author and not those of the University of 
South Carolina. The Board of Student Publications and Communications 
is the publisher of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media 
is the newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in 
part by student activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies may 
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If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us know about it. Email editor@
dailygamecock.com and we will print the correction in our next issue.
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Their final idea was to design 
a movement to make the World 
Wide Web happier, even if it was 
only for one moment. The idea 
came from their research that 
showed 44 percent of 18 to 29 year 
olds have been treated unkindly or 
attacked on the Internet.
T h e  n e x t  p a r t  o f  t h e i r 
presentation showed the planning 
and release that went into the 
c o m m e r c i a l .  C o k e  d i d  n o t 
prerelease their commercial like 
most companies do, but instead 
decided to release a teaser for the 
commercial.
C o k e  a l s o  r e l e a s e d  s t o r y 
extensions for their commercial 
using celebrities like Kid President 
and Michael Sam. These extensions 
allowed for the celebrities to tell 
their story and help with the Coke 
movement.
After the commercial aired, the 
hashtag #MakeItHappy was the 
third trending tweet on Twitter. 
The commercial was also the most 
talked about commercial of all the 
Super Bowl commercials in 2015.
The commercial was a lso in 
the top 10 in every ad poll in the 
U.S. After the Super Bowl, Coke 
launched a campaign to target the 
teen audience to empower them to 
make the Internet a happier place 
everyday.
of work against Florida this past 
Friday in what would turn out to be 
his last appearance of the year.
Crowe f inishes the year with 
a 3-4 record, a 4.91 ERA and 59 
strikeouts.
Due the nature and timing of the 
injury, it’s likely that Crowe could 
defi nitely miss the 2016 season as 
well.
Out of high school, Crowe was 
drafted in the 31st round of the 
2013 MLB Draft by the Cleveland 
Indians before deciding to play 
at the collegiate level with South 
Carolina.
Following his junior season, 
Crowe will once again be eligible 
to leave college for the League.
As a freshman in 2014, Crowe 
earned All-America honors from 
Baseball America as he started 15 
games while going 8-3 with a 2.75 
ERA.
The announcement of Crowe’s 
season-ending injury comes at 
an a lready tough t ime for the 
Gamecocks, as South Carolina has 
lost nine of its last 12 SEC games.
With the injury, it’s expected 
that junior Jack Wynkoop will 
become South Carolina’s No. 1 
ace, a role he held at the beginning 
of the season.
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  b e g i n s  a 
three-game series against No. 5 
Vanderbilt on Thursday.
that small?” Press said.
He then shif ted to Congress 
and its importance in the 2016 
election. He said that right now 
our Congress is a “do nothing 
Congress.”
The running principle for the 
current Congress is if President 
Obama is for it, they’re against 
it, according to him. Press used 
minimum wage as an example.
He stated that Obama wanted to 
raise minimum wage, but Congress 
denied it .  But under the Bush 
administration, he raised minimum 
wage and Congress agreed.  
Press said that with the House of 
Representatives staying Republican 
in 2016, it  was important for 
Democrats to regain control of 
the Senate. Democrats would need 
Senate control in order to get 
anything done.
Lastly, he talked about the media 
and how dif ferent of a world it 
was now. He said that the media 
changed everything.
He stated that the media is here 
to stay so we had better learn to 
maximize it.
Press then closed by saying that 
he was still a believer in politics.
“Politics is shaping the kind of 
city that we want, state that we 





Hannah Cleaveland / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Students were out on Greene Street Tuesday morning for Earth Jam. This event 
featured a “green” farmers market with live music and yoga on Davis Field. Students 
were also able to bring their plastic bottles to recycle in exchange for clothing made 
from recycled material.  
@thegamecock
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Tuesday, April 21, 7:30
Donald Portnoy, Music Director
USC Symphony Orchestra
Berlioz Requiem
400 performers take to the stage for this rare 
event. USC Concert Choir, University Chorus, 
and Coker College Singers join acclaimed tenor, 
Christian Šebek and USC Symphony Orchestra for 
this monumental work.
 
The New York Times praised Christian 
Šebek as “possessing a marvelous 
voice,” and the Houston Chronicle 
extolled his singing as “full of visceral 
excitement.” 
sc.edu/music
Koger Center for the Arts
$8 – $30 
803.251.2222 or capitoltickets.com
can be thrown out the window. This 
show is a mixture of countless science-
fiction plotlines, but somehow the 
lines are blurred perfectly and the 
audience is inexplicably drawn in.
As soon as you think you’ve spotted 
the solution to the problem, the show 
takes a turn for something even more 
strange. Every kink in the story is met 
with further mystery, and characters 
can never be expected to behave the 
same way behind closed doors.
The real problem arises when people 
start turning their backs on each other, 
keeping secrets and making decisions 
without the consent of their families 
and friends. The town, not unlike that 
of “The Truman Show,” is on high 
alert in regards to the actions of its 
people, so the townsfolk have constant 
fear and deceit behind their eyes.
The rules of Wayward Pines are 
easy to follow: “Do not try to leave. 
Do not discuss the past. Do not discuss 
your life before. Always answer the 
phone if it rings.”
If that doesn’t give you the creeps 
and simultaneously intrigue you about 
the show, nothing will. Remember, 
“Work hard, be happy and enjoy your 
life in Wayward Pines.”
Wayward Pines is anything but predictable, which is intriguing for audience members. 
Courtesy of Fox
WAYWARDPAGE5
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Fit For Rivals, an alternative rock 
band based out of Jacksonv il le, 
Florida, will hit the New Brookland 
Tavern tonight at 5 p.m. Lead singer 
Renee Phoenix, guitarists Thomas 
Amason, Rufi no Lomboy and Duke 
K itchens, bassist El i Clark and 
drummer Trey Catman are psyched 
to be a part of Columbia’s music 
scene.
“We write music that we would 
like to listen to,” Phoenix said. “It’s 
a bit quirky at times, but defi nitely 
fun.”
The band met when Phoenix 
performed in a punk band called 
The Explicits and was in the market 
for a guitarist. She put an ad on 
Craigslist, which attracted guitartist 
Amason. He was familiar with the 
band and was interested in joining, 
but the two of them decided on a 
fresh start and formed Fit for Rivals.
Music has been a major part of 
each of the members’ lives since high 
school, where they were each apart 
of different bands.
The band’s music stems f rom 
inspiration from Garbage, Queens 
of the Stone Age, Nine Inch Nails, 
No Doubt, The Distillers and other 
industrial and punk rock bands.
“W hat we have to say is real. 
Everything we do comes from us as 
a band. No hired-on song writers, no 
lyrics that don’t have a backbone to 
them,” Phoenix said. “This is truly 
what we all love to do and we hope 
that people can join us in on the 
adventure.”
The members write from their 
own exper iences and use t heir 
albums as outlets to blow off steam 
and let their creative juices f low. 
Phoen i x  a nd  A m a son  a re  t he 
principal songwriters and create 
songs through either a melody or 
lyric idea, or they write the tunes on 
their own and present them to the 
group.
“By not trying to write specifi cally 
for that genre,” Phoenix said when 
asked how the band puts its own 
twist on grunge rock. “Sticking to 
whatever comes out and going off if 
it feels right rather than if it fi ts the 
genre.”
Fans can expect a fun rock and roll 
album as the next move in Fit For 
Rivals’ career. But as for lofty, future 
goals, the band is pretty content 
with just being able to share their 
talent with the world and making 
On Apr i l  30 at  7:30 
p.m.,  New Brook land 
Tavern wil l host local 
bands The Harsh Truth, 
Barnwell and Dempsey. 
Many of the members 
at tended USC and are 
excited to play for a local 
crowd. 
C o l u m b i a - b a s e d 
Barnwell includes USC 
alumnus Tyler Gordon 
w ho  d r u m s  w i t h  h i s 
brother Andrew Gordon 
a l o n g s i d e  C o l u m b i a 
natives Nick Fogle and 
Ross Swinson to create 
their indie rock sound. 
B a r n w e l l  h a s  b e e n 
p e r f o r m i n g  l i v e  f o r 
almost a year and has been 
practicing new material 
for the upcoming show. 
Because Gordon stayed 
local for college, he has 
got ten a  sense of  t he 
music scene.
“Students in general 
should go to local shows 
more of ten ,”  G ordon 
said. “I don’t think a lot of 
students at USC are aware 
of how much music there 
is around Columbia.”
T h e  H a r s h  Tr u t h 
inc ludes  former USC 
s t udent  Nate  Wa l ker 
and current third-year 
students Colin O’Keefe 
and A ndrew Lasseter. 
The three can agree that 
their t ra in ing at USC 
really helped them grow 
as artists. Other members 
include Joe Lansburg on 
guitar and Talon Vick on 
keys and percussion. 
I f  y o u  g o  t o  a 
p er for m a nce  b y  T he 
Harsh Truth, you can 
expect to hear mixtures 
of indie rock, pop and 
blues.  
“We’ve been practicing 
nonstop and have been 
working closely with the 
other bands to get about 
t h ree  hou rs  of  music 
ready,” Walker said.
Member of Dempsey 
and four t h-year  USC 
student Grady Rogers 
loves being here and has 
taken advantage of audio 
recording, music theory 
and guitar classes at the 
u n i ver s i t y.  Demp s e y 
also contains third-year 
student Preston Hall and 
South Carolina natives 
Aaron Reece and Zach 
Santiago. 
The band considers 
USC a great networking 
opportunity and is using 
the USC recording studio 
to help create their new 
EP. The members agree 
that nothing beats a live 
M .  Night  Shya m a la n’s  l ate s t 
production is just as chilling as any of his 
previous movies and shows. “Wayward 
Pines” is an upcoming Fox mini-series 
based on the novel “Pines” by Blake 
Crouch, and it stars several familiar 
faces, including Matt Dillon, Terrence 
Howard and Shannyn Sossamon.
The show starts out as Dillon’s 
character, FBI agent Ethan Burke, 
investigates the disappearances of two 
of his coworkers in a bizarre town in 
Idaho. As strange happenings begin and 
Burke begins to realize that escape from 
this town is impossible, the viewer gets 
hooked on the mystery.
With a vibe similar to that of “The 
Village,” the creepy story unfolds 
quickly — the fi rst episode is so thrilling 
that it’s impossible to look away. Right 
off the bat, it’ll have you asking “What 
the hell is happening in this town?”
You can start watching this dramatic 
sci-fi  thriller on May 14 on Fox. 
Matt Dillon is the perfect choice to 
play the typical loner protagonist who 
has a few secrets of his own and an 
aggressive but loveable demeanor. His 
predictability as a character gives the 
viewers something to hold onto as the 
chaos of the series develops.
However, Burke’s behavior as the 
lead is the only stagnant aspect of this 
show — everything else that you expect 
Fit For Rivals, an alternative rock band that writes their own music, will open for Flyleaf Wednesday at 5 p.m. at the New Brooklyn Tavern with Diamante and Falling For Scarlet.
Courtesy of Fit For Rivals
Courtesy of The Harsh Truth
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Your choice with 
online classes and 
flexible summer course 










A variety of classes are 
offered on-campus or online 
from ANYWHERE and may 
be used for major, minor, 
cognate or elective credit for 
ANY student at @UofSC!
IT Security. 
eCommerce Technology in Hospitality. 
Nutrition. 
Fashion and the Law. 
Current Issues in College Sports. 
Those are just a few courses offered 
by the College of HRSM Summer Institutes.
Hotel, Restaurant and Tourism Management
Integrated Information Technology
Retailing and Fashion Merchandising




All three bands agree that students should take advantage of Columbia’s music scene.
Courtesy of Barnwell
performance and are excited to put 
on an energetic show.
“Good rock music anybody can 
enjoy,” Hall said after being asked to 
describe their musical style. “That’s 
not really something you hear on the 
radio.”
All three bands stress that USC 
students need to take advantage of 
all the great music Columbia has to 
offer.
“ U S C  s t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  b e 
interested because this show is an 
opportunity for them to see some of 
their classmates and friends put on a 
great concert,” Walker said.
Dempsey members stress that the 
show is something different than 
a usual night downtown and can 
connect you with some great people 
and music. No band sounds the 
same, but they all share an indie rock 
vibe. If you’re looking for local rock 
music and upbeat tracks, this event is 
sure to be a great night.
“If you’re looking for local music, 
this is a good place to start because 
it’s very cohesive,” Gordon said. “It 
should be a good show.” 
BANDSPAGE5
RIVALSPAGE5
a positive difference in the lives of 
listeners.
“I just want to be able to make a 
living, make people happy ... and 
take over the world. We did a show 
in Boise, Idaho where they’ve been 
playing ‘Freak Machine’ and a few 
hundred kids showed up. That was 
amazing,” Phoenix said. “That made 
me happy seeing kids singing along 
to our jams and having a wild time.”
Even through the ups and downs, 
Fit For Rivals has done whatever it 
takes to reach their dream.
“The million ‘no’s’ you receive to 
fi nally get that sometimes even life-
changing ‘yes’. People want you to 
be this and that in this business and 
it can be a challenge to be yourself, 
which is more unique than anything 
anymore,” Phoenix said. “Physically, 
performing can be a task, especially 
when you have a weeks worth of 
shows one right after another with 
10 hour drives in between, but it’s all 
defi nitely worth it.”
Joe Wilson. Trey Gowdy. Robert 
Gates. Jon Huntsman. Jeb Bush. 
Rand Paul.
What do all these names have in 
common? They’re all prominent 
Republicans, and all have spoken to 
students at USC in the recent past.
The visit of Bill Press, a vocal 
Democrat, to campus got us thinking 
— what is the balance of Democratic 
and Republican speakers on campus? 
It seems to be a red-tinted calendar 
of guests. 
W h i l e  t h e 
u n b a l a n c e d 
lineup ref lects 
t he  p o l i t i c a l 
make-up of our 
state, it of fers 
s t u d e n t s  a 
one-sided view 
of  t he  i s s ue s 
and ideas our 
leaders grapple 
w it h  a nd  t he 
system they operate in. College is 
meant as a time to broaden horizons 
and universities have a long tradition 
of offering students speakers that can 
give them a different perspective.
That’s not to 
s a y  US C  i s  a 
Democrat-free 
zone. After all, 
Joe Biden gave a 
commencement 
address here last 
year. But overall 
i n d i v i d u a l s , 
org a n i z at ion s 
a n d  t h e 
u n i v e r s i t y  a s 
a  whole  mu s t 
make a broader ef fort to br ing 
diverse voices and opinions to USC.
There is a reason why politicians 
and political f igures are frequent 
g u e s t s  a t  U S C  —  p o l i t i c a l 
engagement of students is vitally 
important ,  regard less of  par t y 
affiliation. Just because a student 
isn’t deeply involved or interested in 
politics doesn’t mean they can’t listen 
to and learn from these speakers.
We don’t want to d iscourage 
Republicans from coming to campus. 
We welcome any guest whose goal is 
to inform and spark a conversation. 
We just ask that a few more invites 
go out to Democrats, Libertarians 
or anyone else that can provide a 
perspective on the political process.
This let ter is in response 
to the editorial “More action 
n e e d e d  o n  S c o t t  c a s e ,” 
published on April 14.
Let me start off by saying one 
simple word — stop.
Stop trying to create confl ict 
where there is little-to-none. 
Stop acting like nothing was 
done when ac t ua l ly  it  was 
quite the opposite: the cop was 
charged with murder and was 
fi red. It was an open-and-shut 
case — a cop shot a man who 
posed no actual threat and was 
punished accordingly.
My problem is that you try to 
compare this to Ferguson, when 
the only thing that they have 
in common is a white, male 
police offi cer and a black, male 
victim. But unlike Ferguson, 
we saw the crime happen, with 
video, while with Ferguson we 
could only go by rumors and 
half-truths.
Yo u  k e e p  s a y i n g  w e  a s 
a  s t udent  body shou ld  do 
someth ing — what exact ly 
would you have us do? The 
man was punished accordingly; 
should we go down to his jail 
cell and rattle his cage?
Now let me be clear, I am 
not defending the officer for 
his actions. Rather, I condemn 
them. It was unfortunate that 
an innocent man lost his life 
in  ou r  g reat  s t ate  and my 
condolences and prayers go out 
to his family, friends and to the 
rest of the North Charleston 
community.
People of d if ferent races 
k ill each other all the t ime. 
Would this story have gotten 
as much attention if a Latino 
offi cer killed an Asian man or 
if a Black offi cer killed a Native 
American man? Probably not. 
When we focus on race we lose 
sight of what really happened, 
and barriers are built and it 
becomes black vs. white, when 
in reality it is gray. 
A human life was lost and 
justice was served. If this world 
is to be truly unified it can’t 
be “Black l ives matter” but 
rather “We stand as one.” Just 
dwell ing on what happened 
does nothing. Rather, we must 
learn from it and move forward 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not 
exceed 300 words. Students 
must include their full name, major 
and year. Faculty and staff must 
include their full name, position and 
department. Community members 
must include their full name and 
applicable job tit le. Verif iable 
statements of fact must include 
at least one source; if we cannot 
verify a statement of fact, your letter 
will not be published until the writer 
implements necessary changes or 
provides reputable sources for any 
facts in question. Letters are edited 
for clarity, style and grammar.
Email submissions to
opinion@dailygamecock.com




I n  N o r t h 
C h a r l e s t o n 
on  Sat u rd ay, 
April 4, a fatal 
police-involved 
s h o o t i n g 
o c c u r r e d . 
Offi cer Michael 
Slager reported 
that he pulled over Walter 
Scott for a routine traffic 
stop, was attacked by Scott, 
and in a struggle for the 
officer’s Taser Slager shot 
the victim in self-defense. 
It looked like Scott would 
become another name on 
the already long l ist of 
unarmed African-American 
men killed by white police 
o f f i c e r s  w h o  w e r e n ’t 
punished.
T h e n ,  o n  Tu e s d a y, 
April 7, a video surfaced 
showing that Slager had 
not been entirely truthful. 
In the video, Scott drops 
something at the feet of 
Slager and begins running 
away.  Slager draws h is 
sidearm and shoots Scott in 
the back more than half a 
dozen times. Scott crumples 
to the ground, and Slager 
fires one final time. Slager 
has been charged w it h 
murder.
In Tulsa on Thursday, 
A pr i l  2 ,  a not her  f at a l 
police-involved shooting 
occurred. Deputy Robert 
Bates repor ted t hat he 
was part icipat ing in an 
arrest of Eric Harris, who 
was resisting. In order to 
subdue Harris, Bates drew 
his firearm and shot him. 
It looked like Harris would 
become another name on 
that long list.
Then, on Friday, April 10, 
another video surfaced. In 
the video, Bates jumps out of 
his car and begins pursuing 
H a r r i s .  B a t e s  t a c k le s 
Harris, who still attempts 
to escape. Bates shouts, 
“Taser, Taser” immediately 
before fi ring. In the heat of 
the moment, however, Bates 
accidentally grabbed and 
fired his handgun instead, 
killing Harris. The shots 
are immediately followed 
by, “Oh, I shot him, I’m 
sorr y!” Bates has been 
charged with second-degree 
manslaughter.
Luckily we have video of 
both of the incidents in this 
twisted tale of two cities, 
otherwise we would have 
nothing to go off of other 
than the respective offi cer’s 
word. Compare these two 
cases to the shooting of 
Michael Brown last summer 
in  Ferg uson,  M issou r i 
and the importance of the 
existence of a video record 
of the event is immediately 
obvious. The supporters of 
the offi cer who shot Brown 
could resoundingly clear 
his name if they had video 
showing Brown assaulting 
t h e  o f f i c e r .  B r o w n ’s 
supporters could probably 
get the officer convicted 
for murder if the v ideo 
showed the offi cer shooting 
a f leeing Brown with his 
hands over his head. One of 
the most contentious events 
in American race relations 
in the last decade could be 
resolved if we just had video 
of what happened.
Here in South Carolina, 
w e  g o t  l u c k y  t h a t  a 
bystander happened to be 
nearby. We got lucky the 
bystander happened to have 
their phone on them. We 
got lucky the bystander 
happened to decide to use 
that phone to record the 
incident. And we got lucky 
the North Charleston police 
happened to not see the 
bystander and force him 
away or worse, delete the 
video.
We should never have 
to rely on “luck” that the 
truth is revealed and that 
justice is served; our police 
officers should be required 
to  wea r  body  ca mera s 
while on duty. This little 
precautionary measure can 
simultaneously help protect 
police from unfair treatment 
by the public and the public 
from unfair treatment by the 
police.
Body  c a mer a s  won’t 
be able to resolve every 
quest ion raised in every 
police incident. But isn’t 
even a shred of objective 
truth in these high stakes 
games of he-said-she-said 






Police should be required 
















Arts & Culture Editor
EMILY READY
Managing Editor
Political speakers must be diverse
ISSUE 
Guest speakers on campus are 
mostly Republicans.
OUR STANCE 
Different political opinions 
should be well represented.
“What is the balance 
of Democratic and 
Republican speakers 
on campus?”
PHD • JORGE CHAM HOROSCOPES
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EMPLOYMENT
Pasta Fresca Seeking 
Experienced Servers and 
Bartenders
Apply in person between 
4-6pm daily at 4722 Forest Dr, 
across from Dunkin Donuts, 
beside Rite-Aid
EMPLOYMENT
Pasta Fresca Seeking Cooks
Apply in person from 4 to 6pm 
daily at 4722 Forest Drive, 











16 Make ribbing with
needles
17 Ski lodge mugful
18 Febreze target
19 Wine bucket, e.g.











32 Celeb with all the
answers







42 Diner’s cell app
47 Like
cheerleaders
















67 “A likely story”
68 Bridge bid, briefl y
69 Netfl ix rentals
70 So-so grades
71 Agts. who might
use the starts of




























30 Simone of jazz
31 Hard head?
33 “__ mouse!”
35 Bleak fi lm genre














53 “It could happen”
55 Gerontologist’s
concern






60 Ne or Na
61 Artist Magritte

















Need legal advice? Meet with an attorney for a FREE consultation
Current USC students can schedule appointments on Monday, 





University of South Carolina Student Life
•Landlord-Tenant 
•Housing  
•Consumer Protection  
•Probate Law  
•Domestic Relations 
•Employment Law
This service is provided in partnership with South Carolina Legal Services and funded through the Campus Activity Fee.
Aries
H a n d l e  u r g e n t 
dead l i ne s  today.  I t 
may not be fun but has 
long-lasting benefits. 
A controversy arises. 
Somebody ’s  te s t ing 
your determination and 
the strength of what 
you’ve built. Stick to 
the basics. Relax after 
you hit “send.”
Taurus
Get friends to help. You 
can rise to a challenge. 
There are plent y of 
obstacles ,  including 
a  l a c k  o f  f u nd i n g. 
Don’t get rushed into 
making errors. Expect 
the unrealistic. Listen 
to all considerations. 
E v e r y t h i n g  s e e m s 
possible together.
Gemini
Stick to simple plans. 
C u r t a i l  s p e n d i n g 
on f r ivol it ies. Don’t 
count your chickens 
before they’re hatched. 
I mag i ne a  br i l l i a nt 
f ut u re.  Play by t he 
r u l e s  a n d  e x c e e d 
e x p e c t a t i o n s .  B e 
gent le  w it h a  qu iet 
person. Trust your own 
experience.
Cancer
Wade through more 
controversy before you 
reach an agreement. 
Old ideas  d ie  hard. 
Reassess your assets. 
Sel l  what you don’t 
need.  St ick to your 
budget. Balance study 
w i t h  e xe r c i s e .  G et 
outside. Sample a new 
cuisine.
Leo
Po s t p o ne  c hor e s .  A 
f i n a nc i a l  r o adb lo c k 
requires adaptation. It 
could seem chaotic or 
confusing. Encourage 
y o u r  p a r t n e r  t o 
pr ior i t i z e  e x p en s e s . 
Drop everything until 
it’s resolved. Ignore rude 
comments or irritability. 
Avoid stupid arguments. 
L a t e n e s s  c o u l d  g e t 
expensive.
Virgo
Avoid a misunderstanding 
with your partner. It takes 
all your concentration to 
follow the rules and fi nish 
work. It’s time well spent. 
You get tested. Teasing 
could cause jealousies. 
In a heroic act, complete 
paperwork without losing 
composure.
Libra
Take care of business 
today. Don’t get cocky. 
Fo l low  i n s t r uc t ion s 
c lo s e l y.  C ol l ab or ate 
with your partner. This 
may requ i re  s t i f l i ng 
complaints and bickering. 
Postpone entertainment 
spending.  It ’s  a l l  for 
home and family. Reward 
yourselves when work is 
done.
Scorpio
Fa m i l y  c ome s  f i r s t . 
Teach a lesson about 
wa it ing and deferred 
g r at i f i c a t ion .  Don’t 
squander your savings. 
D e v i s e  a  p r a c t i c a l 
records f ile. Tried and 
true methods work best. 
Fine-tune your wish list. 
Reward teamwork with 
fun and delicious treats.
Sagittarius
Home e x p en s e s  add 
up. Tally the cost of a 
renovation, and adjust the 
budget to suit. Stick to 
practical actions. Don’t 
try something new. Find 
what you need nearby. 
Let your partner handle 
the deta i ls .  Romance 
sparks creativity.
Capricorn
D i s c u s s  y o u r  h o m e 
situation. Keep shifting 
t h i ng s  for  d i f f e rent 
options. Disagreement 
t h r e a t e n s  h a r m o n y. 
It could get awkward. 
C haos  re ig n s .  F le sh 
out  t he  det a i l s .  L i s t 
dif ferences as wel l as 
your agreements. Don’t 
be persuaded to splurge. 
Keep a secret.
Aquarius
C o n s i d e r  t h e 
consequences of your 
declarat ions.  Handle 
fi nancial communications 
with minimal fuss. It 
may take patience and a 
thick hide. There’s more 
work involved than you 
t hought t here wou ld 
be. Fantasies abound. 
I m a g i n e  a  g r o w i n g 
account.
Pisces
Av o i d  d i s t r a c t i o n s . 
Postpone chores unt il 
d e a d l i n e s  a r e  m e t . 
Work takes precedence. 
Check and recheck your 
procedures. Increase your 
meditat ion to reduce 
s t r e s s .  C o m p l e t i o n 
prov ides conf idence, 
ease and relief. Keep at 
it until you’re done, and 
then celebrate.
APP
for iPhone and Android
Keep up with USC Media at
dailygamecock.com/
    multimedia
they foot the bill. Teams can 
be quite convincing and may 
cause an athlete to either 
commit too soon or change 
their mind.
Schools come at recruits 
f r o m  a  m u l t i t u d e  o f 
angles, each one trying to 
undermine the arguments 
of the others as much as 
possible while attempting to 
boost their own credibility. 
With so much pressure, 
many players will commit 
to close their recruiting and 
relieve some of the stress of 
the recruiting blitz.
S o m e  p l a y e r s  w i l l 
decommit; it’s a part of the 
process.
Class Rankings Change
As late as July 2014, South 
Carolina’s 2015 recruiting 
class ranked sixth nationally. 
While other teams added 
commitments throughout 
t h e  y e a r  t h o u g h ,  t h e 
Gamecocks lost players and 
ended up 19th, according to 
247’s composite rankings.
Each major recruiting site 
has its own rankings, so a 
player highly-touted by one 
source may carry a lower 
rating on another.
All-Pro defensive end JJ 
Watt was a two-star tight 
end out of high school. 
Gamecock wide receiver 
Pharoh Cooper was pegged 
as a three-star prospect 
that would struggle to find 
a f it. Three-star recruits 
sometimes pan out better 
than five-star players, so 
recruiting rankings are often 
insignifi cant.
No-bra iner prospects 
are a rare breed. There’s no 
guarantee that a class will 
have a Jadeveon Clowney-
type recruit. Thus, each 
team has their own scouts 
t hat  r a n k  h igh  s chool 
prospects based upon their 
own observations.
A l l  t h a t  m a t t e r s  i s 
product ion on the f ield. 
S o m e  t e a m s ,  n a m e l y 
Alabama, have recruiting 
classes that constantly rank 
in the top five and see that 
success translate on the 
f ield. For others though, 
top classes do not always 
translate to on-fi eld success.
South Carolina’s 2010 
recruit ing class f inished 
26th in the country while 
produc ing player s  l i ke 
Marcus Lat t imore, A .J. 
Cann, Dylan Thompson, 
Corey Robinson and Connor 
Shaw. If re-evaluated, that 
class would surely be moved 
into the top 10 for that year.
Recruiting is just a single 
aspect of the complicated 
game that is college football. 
A single recruiting class can’t 
win a championship, but it 
can lose one.
Don’t  judge a  player 
before he signs, and don’t 
judge a class until the players 
actually see the f ield. In 
the chaos of 21st century 
recruiting, fans should take 
what they hear with a grain 
of salt because the only 
things that matter are wins 
and losses.
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We are the champions, 
my friends, and we’ll keep 
writing ‘bout sports, til the end
• Get your daily news
• Check shuttle routes
• Check the weather
• Get answers to puzzles




Student Media is hiring student graphic designers to 
work for its Creative Services office this summer and fall 
semester. Designers create ads that publish in The Daily 
Gamecock, Garnet & Black and their websites. Great 
opportunity to get experience in a fast-paced work 
environment and build up your portfolio. We’re looking 
for second- or third-year students. Resume and work 
samples are required. Apply by April 17, 2015.
The University of South Carolina is an equal opportunity institution.





Questions: santanae@mailbox.sc.edu or 803-777-5094
A select few apartments available. 














Last season the Blue Jays had 
a disappointing year. They were 
picked to win the division, but 
due to injuries, they ended up in 
third. Tolleson, though, helped 
offensively and defensively where 
he could. Batting .253 with 43 
hits, he proved he could be a 
strength in the Toronto lineup.
This season, Tolleson hopes to 
contribute as a key utility player. 
As a backup, he is 1-4 with a 
double.
The Blue Jays, being in the 
same division as the Orioles, will 
face some very tough competition 
as well moving forward. Tolleson 
can be a strong backup second 
ba semen t h i s  sea son  i f  he 
continues to hit well.
Justin Smoak — 1B, Toronto 
Blue Jays
Smoak’s last season was a little 
disappointing, hitting .202 with 
50 hits and 30 RBIs for the Seattle 
Mariners.
This season, he and Edwin 
Encarnacion will battle for the 
f irst base posit ion. In recent 
games, Encarnacion has played 
designated hitter spot, which 
gives Smoak the chance to prove 
himself at fi rst. He’s had a few hits 
so far this season, but if he stays at 
fi rst, Smoak could have a breakout 
year.
The Blue Jays are very talented, 
and if players like Tolleson and 
Smoak play to their full potential, 
Toronto has a good chance to 
make the playoffs.
MLBPAGE10
Keep up with USC sports
on dailygamecock.com
hit a single. Cone scored on 
a fielding error on Schrock’s 
single. However, the Gamecocks 
fa i led to score even when 
loading the bases with one out.  
Tuesday was the fi fth straight 
game in which the Gamecocks 
scored fi ve runs or less.
South Carolina will host No. 
5 Vanderbilt for a three-game 
series beginning Thursday at 
7:30 p.m.
BASEBALLPAGE10
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2015 has already been a good year 
for Aleighsa Welch, and now it has a 
chance to become even better.
T h e  G o o s e  C r e e k ,  S o u t h 
Carolina nat ive who helped lead 
the Gamecocks to the program’s 
first ever Final Four appearance in 
the NCAA tournament during her 
senior year is now just days away 
f rom earn ing a chance to play 
professionally.
W hen the 2015 W NBA Draf t 
takes place on Thursday, many 
expect Welch to become the first 
Gamecock to get drafted since 2003.
Additionally, Welch is one of only 
12 prospects to earn the privilege of 
receiving an invitation to the draft, 
which is held at the Mohegan Sun 
Arena in Uncasville, Connecticut.
Welch was a member of head 
coach Dawn Staley’s 2011 recruiting 
class and was a freshman when the 
Gamecocks reached the NCA A 
tournament for the fi rst time under 
Staley.
Capped off by an impressive senior 
season, Welch finished her career 
hav ing earned A P A l l-A mer ica 
honorable mention honors twice, 
while also cementing herself as the 
top career offensive rebounder in 
South Carolina history.
Welch, who developed a reputation 
as South Carolina’s most vocal leader, 
is projected to be picked 13th overall 
by draf t site.com, whi le a mock 
draft by swishappeal.com has the 
6-footer going eighth overall by the 
Washington Mystics.
Regardless of where Welch ends 
up, she’ll be the first player of the 
Dawn Staley Era to be drafted if 




Welch invited to WNBA draft
Gamecocks 
in the pros: 
Baseball
has begun
“Look Dad, the Gamecocks picked 
up Arden Key!” a naive 17-year-old 
said. “Replacing Jadeveon Clowney 
will be easy.”
“National signing day isn’t for 
another year and a half, he’ll f lip 
schools before then,” my father 
replied.
And f lip schools he did. Three 
times, actually.
The 230-pound defensive end from 
Georgia was among nine players in 
the 2015 recruiting cycle that chose 
to take their talents to a place other 
than Columbia, South Carolina 
after originally committing to the 
Gamecocks.
People Change Their Minds
With newer technologies and 
mediums that put high school athletes 
in the spotlight, the average fan is 
closer than ever to the recruiting trail. 
Fans shell out millions of dollars every 
year on subscriptions to recruiting 
websites so they can be the first to 
know about every rumor, commitment 
and inevitably, decommitment. 
Ultimately though, don’t put too 
much stock in recruiting until every 
player has signed on the dotted line.
Approx imately 80 percent of 
college students change their major 
at least once, so it should not come 
as a surprise when a high-schooler 
changes his mind about where he 
wants to spend the next four years, 
especially if that decision could impact 
his chance of playing professionally.
Teenagers will change their minds, 
and though most will not end up fl ip-
fl opping as much as Arden Key, some 
will choose to play for a school other 
than the one to which they originally 
committed.
When uncommitted, recruits are 
allowed unlimited unoffi cial visits to 
programs. On these visits they can 
meet with coaches, watch games or 
simply tour the campus, as long as 
Will Helms
@WHELMS21
Jeff rey Davis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Connor Shaw was originally rated just a three-star recruit before becoming South Carolina’s all-time winningest quarterback.
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April brings one of the most glorious 
times of the year: the beginning of Major 
League Baseball season.
The 2015 season got into full swing last 
week, which brings high expectations and 
anticipation. Fans enter the new season 
with dreams that this will be the year their 
team wins a championship.
Here we look at former Gamecocks 
chasing their own dreams in the majors 
and project how they will do this season.  
Sam Dyson — RP, Miami Marlins
In 2014, Dyson posted a 3-1 record with 
a 2.14 ERA. So far this year, he has a 4.50 
ERA, giving up six hits but throwing fi ve 
strikeouts in six innings pitched.
The Marlins are a team who as a whole 
have struggled recently, but have a few 
standouts that could lead to success this 
year. They have the individual talent this 
year to do very well in a tough division and 
may see games in October.
Dyson was part of the 2010 College 
World Series Championship team. If 
Dyson can focus on producing more 
strikes, he could be a major asset to the 
Marlins’ bullpen.
Steve Pearce — OF, Baltimore Orioles
Pearce contributed to the Orioles’ 
successful 2014 season, which led them 
to their ninth American League division 
title.
Last season, he had a .293 batting 
average, including 99 hits and 21 home 
runs. Pearce has had a decent start to the 
2015 season, hitting .185 in 27 at bats. He 
has cooled down a bit since hitting home 
runs in the fi rst two games of the season.
The Orioles are part of what many 
consider the hardest division in baseball: 
the AL East. The division shows strong 
individual and team talent, which always 
make the playoff race fun to watch.
Pearce is someone who should have 
a strong year, both of fensively and 
defensively, and will be a key component 
if the Orioles make another playoff run.
Steve Tolleson — 2B, Toronto Blue 
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Senior Aleighsa Welch seeks to be the fi rst Gamecock drafted in the Dawn Staley Era.
Claudia Chakamian
@CLAUDIA_MARIE96
Column: Be wary of 
recruiting rankings
Gamecocks 




South Carolina crawled into its 
matchup with Presbyterian College 
Tuesday after being swept by No. 10 
Florida in Gainesville.
A few hours before Tuesday’s first 
pitch, things went from bad to worse for 
the struggling Gamecocks as the team 
announced that sophomore pitcher Wil 
Crowe would undergo season-ending 
Tommy John surgery to repair a torn 
UCL in his elbow.
The Gamecocks were down to their 
final two outs before scoring in the 
bottom of the ninth inning to tie the 
game 4-4. However, the Gamecocks left 
the bases loaded and gave up three runs 
in the 10th inning, losing 7-4.
The loss puts the Gamecocks at 23-15 
after beginning the season 17-3.
The Blue Hose struck fi rst with four 
runs in the second inning off freshman 
right-hander Tyler Johnson. Johnson 
lasted just 1.2 innings in his f irst 
collegiate start.
The bulk of the Gamecock offense 
came from freshman third baseman 
Madison Stokes, junior second baseman 
Max Schrock and senior right fielder 
Elliott Caldwell who went a combined 
7-14 with three runs and two RBIs.
Caldwell’s single in the third inning 
scored Stokes and Schrock to put the 
score at 4-2. Junior shortstop DC 
Arendas pulled the Gamecocks within 
one with a sixth inning sacrifi ce fl y that 
scored Caldwell.
In the ninth inning, sophomore Gene 
Cone drew a one out walk before Stokes 
reached fi rst on an error and Schrock 
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